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Figure 1: Gaze to the Stars projection on the MIT Dome, seen from across the Charles River

Abstract

Gaze to the Stars is an Al-mediated participatory public art installation that trans-
forms the MIT Great Dome into a platform for collective emotional storytelling.
200 Participants engage in reflective conversations with a large language model,
their responses encoded as Braille into their iris videos and projected onto the
Dome. Using affective narrative embedding, iris segmentation, and emotional
clustering, the project visualizes both shared and personal affect. Through Gaze to
the Stars, we frame Al not as a tool for efficiency, but as a companion—inviting
self-reflection and fostering civic empathy within public space.
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